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On May 18, in Santiago (Chile), representatives from President Violeta Chamorro's administration
delivered a letter to the Chilean foreign ministry formally requesting police training for Nicaragua.
The letter written by deputy foreign minister Jose Pallais to Chilean Foreign Minister Enrique Silva
Cinma asks that Chile's Carabineros police force provide a variety of training and advisory services
for Nicaraguan police personnel. The letter indicates that the training activities could take place
either in Nicaragua or in Chile. Nicaragua's National Police is currently engaged in a prolonged
process of restructuring and professionalization. That process involves, on the one hand, a purge
of much of the force's existing Sandinista personnel. On the other hand, the overhaul of the police
is based on an entirely new training program which would ideally include the active collaboration
of not only the Carabineros, but police bodies from other countries as well. To date, the Spanish
government has agreed to provide such assistance, and a group officers from the Nicaraguan
police is currently receiving training in Spain. If the petition is approved in Santiago, it would
mark the Carabineros' first collaboration with the Nicaraguan police. Still, the Carabineros have
worked either currently or in the past with police forces in neighboring El Salvador, Honduras, and
Guatemala. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 05/17/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 05/18/93)
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